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IN presenting to this Association, for the religious instruc- 
tion of the Coloured Population of this County, a Report 'of 
my labours as their Missionary for the past year, I would first 
pf all call your attention to the time in which I have been 
directly employed in the discharge of my duties. 

I arrived in the County, November, 1832 ; but from parti- 
cular circumstances, did not commence my labours until the 
second of December ; since which time, your Agent has been 
regularly employed in promoting the great and good object 
which you have in view, in various ways hereafter to be 
jiamed, with the exception of one month, which was consumed 
in attending a meeting of Presbjlery, and in business connect- 
ed with that meeting. So that the whole time of employment 
in the County would be ten months ; the year ending the se- 
cond of December, will be eleven. 

THE FIELD OF LABOUR. 

Suffer me, in the next place, to call your attention to the 
Jield of labour which this County affords. 

The County contains a population of 1544 whites and 5729 
blacks, which gives a proportion of 3 2-3 black to one white, 
according to the census of 1830. 

The Cdunty is divided into the 15th, 16th and 17th Com- 
pany Districts. There are only 28 slaves in the 16th Dis- 
trict—in the 17th, 275— and in the 15th, 4577. The total of 
taxable slaves in the County, is 4880. You will perceive from 
this statement, that the 15th District, in the numher of its co- 
loured population, exceeds the 16th by 4549, and the 17th by 
4302, and both together by 4274. 

Your Agent has directed his efforts exclusively to the 15th 
District, the most populous; and in so doing, believes that he 
meets the approbation of the Association. He has never 
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visited the 16tli and 17th, having always as much and more than 
he could do in the 15th. 

STATIONS. 

This District has been divided into neighbourhoods, and a 
station for Sabbath preaching appointed in each. 

The stations are six in number— Sunbury, Pleasant Grove, 
Newport, Midway, Eraser's Plantation, and the Sand Hills, or 
Walthourville, the summer retreat. 

These stations are advantageously chosen. Each one ac- 
commodates a large number of negroes. And it is proper to 
remark in this place, that there should always be a station in 
every neighbourhood that can furnish a respectable congrega- 
tion ; and for the plain reason, that the shorter the distance 
which the negroes have to walk, the better ; and in this way, 
not only the attendance of a larger number of adults is seem- 
ed, but also the attendance of a larger number of children. 
which we consider an object of the first importance. 

I have uniformly discouraged the negroes from attending 
stations without their neighbourhoods, if the distance was con- 
siderable, for obvious reasons ; and in the mean time advised 
them to attend the nearest house of public worship. The 
Missionary can, in a general way, manage, a congregation of 
moderate size, better than he can a large one, and also make 
the services more profitable. 

LABOUR PERFORMED. 

The labours of your Agent, may be divided into those of 
the Sabbath, and those of ike week. 

Of the Sabbath. — I have preached in the County forty 
Sabbaths, to the negroes exclusively. But once, and then but 
one sermon to the negroes in Sunbury ; and my reason for not 
visiting that station oftener was, that it lay remote from me, 
and I knew that the Baptist brethren located there, were in, 
the habit of holding meetings for them. The services at the 
other stations have been held as nearly in rotation as they 
possibly could be, without interfering with the white congre- 
gations on their regular Sabbaths, with the exception of Walt- 
hourville, which never has been occupied as a Sabbath station, 
nor can it ever well be. 

Of the Week. — I have held, when the season permitted it, 
sixteen or seventeen plantation meetings. The number of 
these meetings, is not as large as it should be, owing to the fact, 
that your Agent was not in a situation to attend more ; but 
hopes, during the present winter, God willing, to enlarge these. 



labours. Near fifty plantations have been returned by mem- 
bers of the Association, as open for religious instruction; 
which shews how extensive is the field, and it may be further 
enlarged. We deem plantation meetings highly important, 
arid, in some respects, more efficacious than those held on the 
Sabbath. The plantation meetings have been suspended dur- 
ing the summer and fall months, from motives of prudence in 
regard to health ; it being the advice of physicians and the in- 
junction of friends, which could not be resisted, however much 
your Agent may have had a desire to continue them. 

During the summer and fall months, a regular Lecture has 
been maintained on the Sand Hills, on -Thursday evening, for 
servants in the families that resort there for health, and also for 
the negroes on the plantations in the immediate vicinity. 

In addition to the public preaching of the Gospel on the 
Sabbath and during the week, some effort has been made, as 
opportunity offered, of holding personal conversation with the 
negroes on the subject of Religion. Many of these conversa- 
tions have been by the way, and in the house, and have led me 
to a better acquaintance with the moral and religious condition 
of this people, than I could otherwise have obtained. I scarce- 
ly need say to the Association, that ignorance is prevalent to a 
lamentable degree. Some of these conversations have been 
pleasant and profitable ; and your Agent has, at times, been 
agreeably disappointed in receiving instruction, when he hoped 
to have the privilege of imparting it. 

Correspondence has been conducted with persons in differ- 
ent parts of our country, on the subject of the religious instruc- 
tion of the negroes, and a little effort made through the press 
to awaken public attention to it. I think it necessary to make 
this statement for the satisfaction of the Association, as some 
may suppose, that preaching constitutes all necessary labour. 

MANNER IN WHICH THE MEETINGS ARE CONDUCTED. 

It may not be improper for me to state to the Association, 
the manner in which I have generally conducted the meetings 
at the Sabbath stations^ and on plantations. 

Plantation Meetings. — Notice is sent to the planter, that on 
such an evening the Missionary will visit his plantation for the 
purpose of preaching to his people, if it suits his convenience. 
The planter takes into his own hands the arrangement of the 
meeting, confining it, or not, as he pleases, to the people on 
his own place. The Missionary has nothing to do with mak- 
ing arrangements for plantation meetings, nor does he give 
any notice whatever to the negroes on other plantations, or on 



8 

the Sabbath, that meetings will be held during- the week OK 
such and such plantations. The negroes assemble in some 
convenient room prepared by the planter, and the exercises 
are precisely those of a common Lecture, with this difference, 
ihat the audience is catechised on the subject of discourse. In 
this, however, the Missionary is governed by the nature of the 
subject and the degree of attention. 

The Lectures on Thursday evening, at Walthourville, have 
been conducted in the same manner, with a diminution of tire 
catechetical exercise, and with the addition of teaching hymns 
and spiritual songs and tunes adapted ; to which should be add- 
ed, portions of scripture. 

Meetings on the Sabbath. — On the Sabbath I have two 
regular services, morning and afternoon, more or less catechet- 
ical. Also, teaching hymns, spiritual songs, and portions of 
scripture. 

After dismission in the afternoon, a meeting of inquiry is 
held, and all professedly under concern of mind, are person- 
ally conversed and prayed with. These inquiry meetings are 
indispensable, and of great utility. 

CLASSES OF INSTRUCTION. 

A class of instruction for professors of Religion of all de- 
nominations, was formed, the last winter, at Newport, em- 
bracing male and female, over 400 members. The afternoon 
of the Sabbath was appropriated to this class. The men and 
women occupied different seats. I gave them familiar lec- 
tures on the doctrines and duties of Christianity. Such class- 
es, well conducted, will be productive of great good.; and I 
hope to form, at some future time, a regular course of instruc- 
tion for them. The station at Newport, I resigned to Rev. 
S. S. Law, in the spring. His meetings have been very 
nearly every fortnight, well attended and interesting. 

I have established a class of instruction for children and 
youth at the station on Fraser's Plantation. It is deeply in- 
teresting, and varies in number from 25 to 50. I meet this 
class between morning and afternoon services, and my hope is 
to establish such a class at all the stations. Without pausing 
to lay before the Association my reasons, I will say, that such 
classes arc, above all others, to be desired, and upon tho ris- 
ing generation of negroes, our hope of success mainly de- 
pends. 

The children and youth have been, to all appearance, much 
interested. I instruct them from a Catechism which I am 
attempting to prepare for them. I also instruct them from 
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Scripture cards. The parents of these children, take deep 
interest in their instruction, and express gratitude for hv 

With children and youth Iks our main hope of the moral 
reformation of the negroes. 

SUCCESS. 

The Association may properly inquire, What success has 
attended the labours of the Missionary? 

Our success may be viewed in two points' of light. 

1. In relation to the people whom you hope by Divine 
blessing to benefit. 

The attendance on meetings at the different stations in the 
commencement of the year, as it may be well known to many 
who hear me, was full, if not large. It was ; my own impres- 
sion, as well as that of others, that the novelty of the benevo- 
lent work, drew out many, who would, after a little while, de- 
cline, and finally discontinue their attendance, and the meet- 
ings suffer diminution in numbers. But with the exception of 
a few meetings, the attendance has every where been as full 
as at the beginning, and no decrease of numbers has appear- 
ed, but in some stations an increase. The few meetings 
which have been thinly attended, were such as' arose from the 
inclemency of the weather,- or from the shortness of the no- 
tice. t i 

I perceive no defect of interest in the congregations. They 
have been apparently animated by their progress in know- 
ledge, and agree in saying, that they never have had so much 
before. They seem now to understand more fully the design 
which you have in view, in sending them a Missionary, and 
the nature of his work.' They are gradually acquiring a 
knowledge of the plan of Redemption, and what constitutes, 
true conversion and Christian character. They are to some 
extent, I hope, giving over their more prominent supersti- 
tions. i 

I have endeavoured, with afl plainness, to communicate td 
tnem the truths of Christianity ; and the effect in' several in^ 
stances has been singular and gratifying. I have used no 
efforts to produce excitement, that I know of.- I have resort- 
ed to no means but the common means of Grace, as seen in 
our Churches from Sabbath to Sabbath/ 

The children who have been taken under a course of in- 
struction, are, thus far, as much interested and as apt in re- 
ceiving knowledge, as children of any colour under similar 
circumstances, and of the same age. No doubt rests on my 
mind, that if God spares our lives to continue our labours, We 



shall see a moral elevation in the character of servants, which 
we have never yet witnessed either in this County, or in any 
other part of the Southern country. 

The number of actual conversions your Agent has no means 
of giving you. He receives those who profess conversion itt 
no particular Church; nor is it his custom to inquire where 
they received their first serious impressions. He preaches — 
inquiry meetings are held — instruction is given — the indivi- 
duals are examined on the evidences of conversion, and then 
directed to make application to the white Churches, which 
ever they wish to join, whether Presbyterian, Baptist, or Me- 
thodist. 

The conversion of souls is the great, the all-important ob- 
ject which we aim at ; and we have reason, I trust, to believe 
that, in this respect our labours have not been in vain, 
though they have not been attended with any remarkable 
blessing. 

I cannot describe the peculiar and joyful feelings that have 
possessed my mind, when I have seen penitents from this long 
neglected and degraded people, inquiring what they must do td 
be saved. It is not building upon another man's foundation. 
You are in the high-ways and hedges. You gather the first 
fruits yourself, and the undivided joy takes full possession of 
the soul. God grant to this Association numberless seals to 
their Christian efforts ; and may the blessing of many a poof 
African ready to perish rest upon it ! 

2. In relation to oioners of servants. We think that there 
is an increase of interest in the religious instruction of the 
negroes. It is becoming in the minds of many a duty, that 
we cannot slight without incurring guilt. We may say, in the 
minds of some Christions amongst us, a conscience has been 
formed ; and we hope the day may speedily arrive, when one 
of the standing evidences of our conversion to God will be, 
our attention to the spiritual wants of our servants, as it cer- 
tainly should be. 

Those planters who have been kind enough to attend one or 
more of our Sabbath exercises, have testified to the pleasant- 
ness of the meetings, and the interest which they felt in them. 
Your Missionary deeply regrets, that he has not been support- 
ed as frequently as he could wish, in this way. It is not ex- 
pedient, generally, to have in attendance a large number of 
white persons ; but the presence of two, three or four, is 
always agreeable and profitable to the Missionary and the 
people. 

We may mention one other effect on masters in the way of 
success. It is this ; an elevation in their regards of the char- 
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acter of the African. More kindly feelings are going out to- 
wards him, and a greater disposition is manifested for his im- 
provement, morally and physically. I speak now of those 
planters who have really given consideration to the work 
which you have undertaken ; and thus you perceive that your 
work has an intimate bearing upon all the interests of the ne- 
gro. T.he effect of this kindly feeling on the part of the 
master towards his servants, will be, to increase both his re- 
spect and obedience. 

The period df our labours is too short to look for any gen- 
eral effect throughout the County, on the moral character of 
the negroes. Every one knows that their moral character is 
deplorable enough. Some even despair of its improvement. 
But we are sanguine that they are as capable of moral im- 
provement as any other people. All they need is the same 
persevering care and attention, the same privileges of the Gos- 
pel. As a proof of this, I venture nothing when I declare, 
that the most faithful servants, and those who are exerting the 
most happy influence in this County, are those who in sober 
judgment, are decidedly pious men. We speak not of those 
who are Christians by profession only. There are many such 
we know, and their number is not to be wondered at, consider- 
ing their opportunities of instruction. If by faithful, judicious 
instruction, the numher of pious servants is increased, we 
shall directly perceive and acknowledge the great benefit of 
Religion amongst them. It will be an anomaly in the moral 
history of man, if the Gospel will not produce a happy effect 
upon them. Indeed, it is too late to originate any doubts or 
controversies on this subject, as there is not wanting abundant 
evidence of the success of efforts both to civilize and evangel- 
ize the African. 

I repeat again, that the period of our labours in this County, 
and the. limited nature of them — there being but one Mission- 
ary to nearly five thousand — forbid the expectation of any 
general, salutary effect. 

We characterize the year as one of experiment and of dis- 
covery. Of experiment, both in relation to the negroes, and 
the Agent. Whether on the one hand, the negroes, after so 
long a period of neglect, would cordially embrace and sustain 
by their interest and attendance, the preaching of the Gospel ; 
and on the other, whether the Agent was qualified for the pe- 
culiar labour. 

It has been a year of discovery, as to the stations to be form- 
ed the number of plantations to be visited, the best plan of 
conducting the religious instruction of the negroes, and the 
amount of interest which is taken in the work. 
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To present to the Association in one sentence, the convic* 
tions of my own mind in relation to the labours of the past 
year, I sincerely say, that our success has equalled our expec- 
tations. No man engaged in preaching the Gospel to ignorant 
and degraded minds, under many peculiar and great disadvan- 
tages, could h^ve been more encouraged, in the main, than has 
Jbeen your Missionary. I make this declaration with dim? 
dence ; and I should wish, with gratitude, and would* not have 
' done so, if it was not deemed necessary, in some measure, for 
your encouragement. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

Without detaining you longer, I would respectfully lay be- 
fore the Association a few suggestions on the religious instruc- 
tion of the negroes. 

1. And in the first place, I would suggest the building of 
two or three houses for the accommodation of the negroes on 
the Sabbath. 

Your Missionary attempted in the beginning of the last win- 
ter, to preach in the open air, and at the stands in the woods, 
but with lesscomfort to himself and benefit to the people, 
than when they were collected in the white Churches, which 
we have been permitted to use. But the negroes do not feel 
perfectly at home in the white Churches, and especially when 
there may be fifteen or twenty white persons present. A se- 
parate place of worship, exclusively their own, would place 
them more at their ease, and enable the Missionary to conduct 
his exercises as he please. 

In the construction of these houses, you may combine sim- 
plicity and economy. A large shed, with the ends enclosed, 
and with the posts set in sills, will be sufficient. The size 
may vary according to the number of attendants, 40 feet by 
20, 50 by 30, or 60 by 40. The seats, I am inclined to think, 
may be furnished by the people themselves. A committee 
from the Association, might arrange this business with des- 
patch, both as to the method of proceeding in erecting the 
houses, and the proper sites for them. 

2, I would suggest also to the Association, the propriety of 
having on your own plantations, either a small house erected 
for plantation meetings, or a room prepared, that may be con- 
veniently used for that purpose. 

To take the people into the dwelling-house of the white- 
family is not pleasant ; to take them into a cotton-house is not 
pafe, nor always convenient, while there are but few of their 
own houses that can accommodate any number of persons. 
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:Such a house as is here recommended, may be put up at a tri- 
fling expense, and may be advantageously used for other pur- 
poses, particularly as a house for the accommodation of a day 
or Sabbath school for the children. 

3. It is suggested again, that plantation meetings be held 
exclusively for residents on the plantation ; and that negroes 
on surrounding plantations be discouraged from attending. 

4. Also, that the members of the Association would com- 
mence some regular system of instruction for the negro chilr 
dren. 

The great hope of benefitting permanently the morals of 
^servants, lies in commencing early with themt It is folly to 
expect any good from those who are left to the mercy of unhal- 
lowed passions and influences during the early years of life ; 
nor wHl. there be any comfort or peace in the management of 
those thus abandoned. They must be trained as moral and 
accountable beings from their infancy ; and as their fathers 
and mothers are both without leisure or qualifications for the 
task, it devolves under Providence, upon the master. 

We know that there is a great want of suitable books for 
their instruction. There are none in existence, so far as my 
knowledge extends. But they must be composed and put into 
circulation to meet the demand for them. Begin on your res- 
pective plantations, and the books will be forthcoming, and 
not only instruct the children, but also the adults, and take the 
oversight of all religious meetings held on your places. 

5. I would also suggest the propriety of spending occasion^ 
ally « Sabbath at home with your own people, assembling 
both old and young for instruction ; and also holding private 
conversation with them on the subject of Religion. 

It is strange that this is never done. When the Sabbath 
comes, to Church, as a matter pf course, the Christian master 
goes, and gives himself little trouble for the fate of his ser- 
vant's on that day. He never thinks for a moment that he 
should deny himself some privileges, to impart blessings to his 
servants. He possesses no spirit of self-denial for their good. 
6 I would suggest again, that the discipline of plantations 
be strictly continued and perfected. 

Some there are who relax discipline as soon as they begin 
to give religious instruction. Others suppose, that the fact of 
giving religious instruction, obliges a relaxation of discipline ; 
and knowing that all success in planting would consequently 
be destroyed, discard such instruction altogether. We believe 
both to be in the wrong. You do not relax the proper discip- 
line Q f y 0Ur families, because you train them up religiously. 
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No more, then, should you relax the proper discipline of your 
servants. 

By discipline we do not intend severity. Severity is not 
discipline, though there is no good discipline without some se- 
verity. The great principle to be infixed is subordination. 
That infixed, and in general discipline is easy : that is, as 
easy as it can be with people in their condition. , 

7- In connection with proper discipline on plantations, the 
police of the County, for the helping of your efforts, should 
be strict. The patrol should be real, not nominal, conducted 
so as not to harass and vex the people, but to maintain them in 
fear and order. During the last summer, there were twelve 
or fifteen runaAvays in the County for months together, comr 
mitting depredations on plantations, stock, &c. Some were 
owned in the County, and some were from abroad. Such 
offenders against the peace and good order of the County, 
should be permitted to go at large, no longer than a con- 
tinued pursuit on the part of the citizens could secure them. 
There ought to be public spirit in the County sufficient, 
to maintain its police. The evil now adverted to, gains 
strength by being let alone ; and it ought to be enough for us to 
know, that some of the most serious disturbances which have 
taken place in slave countries, have originated from this very 
evil. Masters remained indifferent to its growth, until neces- 
sity impelled them to activity. One thing which greatly con- 
tributes to the encouragement of insubordination and running 
away, besides this relaxation of County police, is, the leaving 
plantations from month to month, and from year to year, 
without any resident white person. The visit of the owner 
or manager, during the day, answers some good purpose, but 
can never take the place of a resident. It is at night that 
plantations require the presence of white persons. Is there 
no remedy to this evil 1 I submit it to the consideration of 
the Association, and of all our citizens. 

The trade, also, which is carried on with the negroes, 
should be under some supervision. We have reason to re- 
joice, that the trade in ardent spirit is now generally discon- 
tinued, and that the effect has been highly beneficial. 

8. I scarcely need suggest the necessity of paying special 
attention to the comfort of the negroes in their houses, food, 
clothing, eta. 

Unless we attend to the improvement of their physical con- 
dition, our efforts to improve their moral condition, will be 
very nearly abortive ; for we shall practically deny what we 
preach. In order to this, we must moderate our desires for 
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the accumulation of property, which is the sin of us all, arid 
a sin, the indulgence of which carries no small discomfor! to 
*r 0S( : through whose labour we obtain what we desire. They 
Should have a share in the enjoyments of life as well as we. 

close with a remark or two on the light in which your la- 
bours shoald be viewed, and the spirit with which they should 
oe conducted. 

The religious instruction of servants, is as much a duty as 
that of children. You are labouring therefore, to discharge a 
duty; and are to account for the manner in which you dis- 
charge it, at the bar of God. 

It is a matter of no consequence, therefore, what objections 
are advanced against your work, nor in what poor considera- 
tion it may be held ; it is a matter of no - consequence what dif- 
ficulties present themselves, nor what discouragements — You 
are doing your duty. Let it be done intelligently, judiciously, 
and for the glory of God, and your success is certain. If we 
do not impart the Gospel to the negroes, others will, and shall 
then bear the reward away from us. It must be done sooner 
or later, for it is the decree of the Almighty, that the Gospel 
shall be preached to every creature. 

We cannot reasonably expect every man to feel this duty, 
nor every one who feels it, faithfully to perform it ; nor all 
men to be cordial towards it. It is a work of benevolence ; 
it has its rough road to travel, and requires wisdom, modera- 
tion, faith and perseverance in its friends ; and then He who 
has the hearts of all men in his hands, will grant success. 

Your spirit should be that of faith and power. Your great 
object is to save the soul. Converting grace is the gift of 
God ; therefore, let the labour of love, and the prayer of faith, 
accompany each other. Think much of the eternal destinies 
of five thousand souls around you. What you do for their sal- 
vation, do it not feebly, but energetically w Unless you are 
believing and active, the work will not advance ; neither will 
the hearts of friends be encouraged, nor their numbers be in- 
creased. 

Your efforts are known and read of by many in this and our 
sister States, and very many eyes are looking to you for direc- 
tion and encouragement. May it be your privilege to exert a 
favourable influence far and near in your great and good 
work * and may y ou en j°y the unspeakable privilege of turn- 
• sr many fr» m sin t0 nolin ess, through the grace of our Lord 
ahd Saviour, Jesus Christ, 



